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SEASONS GREETINGS and 
THANK YOU to all our supporters. 
 
 

THE WAVE PROTEST- Climate Change march on Saturday December 5th 

Well done to all those who 

came to the Climate Emergency 
Rally and Bike Ride on 
Saturday.  

There was a loud and lively crowd taking 
radical demands for UK action to the 
biggest demonstration on climate change 
this country has ever seen.  

We had a great day hearing rousing 
speeches, excellent music by Seize the 
Day and joining in the 50,000 strong blue 
Wave march to Parliament organised by 
Stop Climate Chaos. 

The UK’s demonstrations were just part of the many protests happening over European cities as the 
UN Climate Talks got under way, with the Climate Emergency Rally’s demands included: 

 Declaration of a Climate 
Emergency  

 10% cuts by end 2010  

 A million green jobs by end 2010  

 Ban domestic flights  

 55 mph speed limit – scrap the 
roads program  

 End Agro fuel use  

The rally crowd went on to join the Stop 
Climate Chaos organised Wave event 
which saw 40,000 people encircling 
Parliament to call for tough action at 
Copenhagen.  

With a blue theme to the event the 
streets of London literally were awash 
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with people in what was the biggest mobilisation the UK has ever seen on climate change. 

The march was attended by many Sustainable Merton Supporters, some of whom went on to 
Copenhagen to demonstrate at the Climate Talks. 
 

A message from our Sustainable Merton Coordinator  
 
‘2010 will usher in what may prove to be a defining decade in the history of our country. 
As the global recession wanes, demand for fossil fuels and raw materials will rise, creating a 
demand which can’t be met because the supply of these commodities is peaking. 
 
As peak oil and then peak gas begin to bite, fuel prices will rise and fuel poverty will increase. At an 
international level, fuel security will then become a much bigger issue, even to the point of defining 
our foreign policy. 
 
The freak weather systems we have witnessed will become the norm and we will have to develop 
policies and techniques to deal with the outcomes. 
 
All of this will place strains on the cohesion of our communities, with civil unrest a real prospect. 
These problems and the issues they create will challenge us greatly and we need to be prepared to 
meet them. Our preparations need to be carried out at every level, whether it is at a local level 
involving small projects or at the international level in Copenhagen. 
 
The level of support seen at the climate change marches around the country shows how much 
concern there is for these issues and how much desire there is for action. In order to harness this 
support and give direction to this desire, grassroots groups like ours need to emerge right across the 
country, and we need to do our best to encourage them. 
 
During 2010, Sustainable Merton will need to support/encourage/ instigate more projects than ever 
before. We will need to publicize our work more widely and encourage far more members of our 
community to get involved. 
 
We will also need to use the election campaigns in May to challenge all candidates to declare their 
level of knowledge of these issues and their willingness to tackle them.’ 

                                                                                                      Tom Walsh 
 

Action on Food Waste 
 
Trafalgar Square 
 
On the 16th December a free lunch made from delicious ingredients that would otherwise have been 
wasted was prepared for 5000 people in Trafalgar Square, sponsored by Save The Children, Fare 
Share and Action Aid. 
 
The aim was to highlight the ease of cutting the unimaginable levels of food waste in the UK and 
internationally. 
 
School lunch boxes. 
 
Recently SM volunteers helped to clear piles of dumped food at a local school and taught the 
children how to use compost bins.  
 

Our AGM was held on November 19th 
 
There was a good turn out with representatives from the National Trust, local schools, Friends of the 
Earth, Transition Town Wimbledon and Merton Council. It was combined this year with a ‘bring and 
buy’ sale and a lovely spread of food and drinks. Tom Walsh, the coordinator, gave a summary of 
some of the things achieved so far by Sustainable Merton.    
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  Formed in Feb. 2007, Sustainable Merton is still under three years old and has  

 

 Spent a great deal of time on the borough’s Climate Change strategy. 

 Submitted responses to both the Borough’s core strategy and the waste plan. 

 Run a Bags for Better Life project in Wimbledon Park, delivering 6,000 cotton bags to 3,000 
households. 

 Created a bio-station at Singlegate primary school. 

 Encouraged the development of an interfaith eco-group amongst churches in Merton. 

 Organized many film screenings and talks aimed at increasing awareness of the issues of 
climate change and peak oil. 

 Spoken to hundreds of Merton residents on a wide range of sustainability issues. 

 Formed a partnership with the National Trust to run community gardening on their site at 
Phipps Bridge. 

 Run stalls at many fetes and fairs.ad various members regularly attending committee 
meetings run by Merton council. 

 Supported the development of the Transition Town concept in Wimbledon. 

 Highlighted the issue of fuel poverty with front page coverage in the local press. 

 We have worked in partnership with four departments of Merton council, several schools, 
Mertonvision, MVSC, the National Trust, the Chamber of Commerce, CND, FOE, Merton 
Abbey Horticultural society and several local businesses. 

 In partnership with Merton council and Groundwork London, we have won a bid to create 
one of only ten Low Carbon Zones in the whole of London. 

 
 
The official launch of the Merton Low Carbon Zone will be in the New Year and details will be 
sent out nearer the time. 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
First thank you to all those who have put their time and energy into Sustainable Merton. 
 
 

 
In spite of all we have achieved, 
we need many more supporters 
to become active in order to 
carry through our projects. 
 
So please visit our new 
website and contact us, if you 
can offer help with publicity, 
administration, helping on 
stalls, gardening, IT, or have 
any ideas or questions. 
 
www.Sustainablemerton.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.sustainablemerton.org.uk/
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WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS 
 
The new website will be managed by a trustee so that all existing and new projects will be kept up to 
date and linked to the Project Dirt web site which is a communication site for individuals and 
organisations on the subject of sustainability.  
 
Sarah McAlister is organising a bag project in West Barnes and is being helped by Mariana and the 
waste department of Merton council. 
 
Transition Town Wimbledon will become more established and develop a structure and series of 
working groups. 
 
The Garden project team will be taking their unique brand of sustainability into eleven Mitch am 
schools this year. Work has started with the first two schools. 
 
The Low Carbon Zone will be running for the next two years and SM will be responsible for the 
community engagement part of the project. 
 
Next year sees the development of the Living Green centre at Morden Hall Park and we will be 
heavily involved in the whole process. This will culminate in SM moving into a permanent office 
based at the centre.  
 
Discussions are in progress about SM working in partnership with Merton council to bring a four acre 
site, at present derelict, back into cultivation at the Tamworth Farm allotments.  
 
We intend to respond more fully to sustainability items in the local press. 
 

 

UPDATE - The Phipps Bridge Community Garden Project  
 
A  Harvest party to celebrate our first year was held on the site. 

 
Since October 08 over eighty volunteers have helped 
to convert six allotments of brambles and tipped 
rubbish into a thriving community garden. 
 
We harvested three quarters of a ton of food. 
 
If you would like to join us; 
Phone  Gillian 07956170141 or Ruth  07821865072 
 
Our work days are on Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays, usually between 10 am and 3 pm 
 
 

 
  
A full report of the project appears on the Sustainable Merton website. 

 
Since then the land has gradually being cleared of old foliage and weeds. There were quite a few 
persistent bramble roots to remove and we have sown green manures such as rye grass. . 
 
There is also a great deal of winter planting going on based on a rotating crop plan drawn up by Nick 
Payton. We have also been given seeds and a barrow full of strawberry plants by other allotment 
holders on the site. 
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During the rainy weather there have been plenty of 
jobs to do such as weeding the paths and laying 
down more woodchips and tidying the shed.  Raised 
beds for the raspberries have been made in the fruit 
cage. 
 
Some harvesting continues, with beetroots, Brussels 
sprouts, cabbages, pumpkins, carrots and Jerusalem 
artichokes. The next job is to prune the fruit trees. 
   
Merton council have been very busy erecting smart 
new fencing and clearing the overgrown land on the 
rest of the site ready for new tenants to take over 5 
rod plots. This is a step in the right direction for many 

reasons. It sends a message out to the local community that things are improving in the area and 
limiting the new plots to 5 rods will make them far more manageable for new people. 
 
As part of this operation, they kindly cleared all of the dumped rubbish which we unearthed during 
the initial clearance of our site. This has made a wonderful difference to the land. 
 
 

Sustainable Merton Membership Subscriptions 
 

We are starting to receive subs for 2010, and if you would like to help by becoming a Member and 
contributing £10, please send your cheque made out to ‘Sustainable Merton’, to the Membership 
secretary, Red Roof, Church Path,SW19 3HL. Or if you prefer to pay by Standing order, contact 
gillianuk@btinternet.com 
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