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Tips to bring nature,
colour & pollinators to

your street
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We want to help residents plant up their streets with pollinator-friendly flowers and
shrubs: in front gardens, under street trees, in window boxes, hanging baskets and
on top of bike/bin sheds. Here are a few general points to think about before getting
started:

Getting Started

Overall we advise plants that are known to be good for pollinators/wildlife.

Consider a mixture of evergreen plants, perennials (plants that die back in
winter but grow back each year) and annuals (don't come back the next year).

Choose plants that don't mind a bit of shade, poor soil and someone
forgetting to water them for a couple of days.

Avoid spiky plants that will injure pedestrians, and very invasive plants that
may be removed by Merton Council (e.g. ivy that grows up the tree).

Evergreens
Saxifrage

Low growing,
flowers in spring

Lavender

Flowers attract
bees

Periwinkle

Low growing,
flowers in spring

Ph

easant’s tail grass

Goes red/brown
in Autumn



Bu

gleweed or Ajuga

Perennials
Sweet woodruff

Low growing spreading
plant with little white star

shaped flowers

Low growing
spreading plant with
blue/purple flower

Ferns

Good in shade, most
are perennial, a few
are evergreen, pick

smaller varieties

Hostas

Good in deep shade,
big leaves and spikes
of white flowers, can
be attacked by slugs

Alchemilla mollis

Insignificant flowers but
lovely light green leaves
which water sits on like
jewelsers attract bees

Salvia

Huge family of
perennials with

scented flower spikes
attracting bees

Daisies

Big brother of the
daisy chain flower,

attract bees

Sage

Grey-green leaved
herb

Rudbeckia

Big yellow and pink
daisies including

black-eyed Susan 



Primrose

Small with yellow or pink
flowers

Wallflowers

Flower in spring
and may survive

the winter

Geraniums

A variety of colours,
flower all summer

Busy Lizzie

Colourful, shade
tolerant

Pony Tails Grass

Dies back in winter but
comes back and spreads

freely 

Lobelia

Spreading mat of
blue/purple flowers

Petunias

Trumpet shaped
flowers in a variety of

colours

Pansies

A variety of colours,
will flower all summer

if dead-headed

Marigolds

Yellow/orange
flowers that do best

in sun

Annuals



Wildflowers

Wildflowers are great for pollinators and biodiversity overall so please do
give them a go but note that they do best in poor, nutritionally deprived soil.

Where to plant
Front Gardens are the best place to plant as you can look after the plants
more easily.

Private front driveways where some paving could be removed, or planting
edges incorporated into the driveway design are ideal spaces to add plants,
as not only do they provide a habitat for birds and insects, but they also
assist in preventing localised flooding due to heavy rainfall.

Window boxes, planters near your front door and hanging baskets can all
contribute to making Merton Greener.

Accessible spaces around some tree pits may be used, but care must be
taken to plant appropriate non-competing smaller plants and not to
surround the tree base with hard or sharp edges, or loose stones as these
could pose a hazard to visually impaired, disabled people or children. We
want our trees to thrive, so please avoid climbers and ivy around tree bases.

Green verges can be an ideal place, but please ensure planting is limited to
clumps of bulbs or plants and that access to footpaths and highways are not
impeded.



Grass verges provide an important service and need to retain the grass. If you
want to plant up verges the Council would welcome the inclusion of bulbs into
the grass that is already there.

The Council will do their best not to remove, cut or spray any obvious planting
that is not causing an issue with health and safety or good street maintenance.
To help the Council identify these, please ensure that you have informed one
of the Merton Garden Streets organisers and where possible put a sign up. 

If for some reason, you are no longer involved in planting the same area you
planted last year, please consider asking a neighbour to take part in planting. If
a street is no longer taking part at all, we would need to be informed so we can
ensure the area is returned to the same state it was before and notify street
maintenance teams.

If planting on any verges, please ensure that this does not prevent access to
footpaths and consider planting in small clumps leaving some green spaces for
pedestrians and pets.

Please bear in mind that many verges near footpaths have utilities running
underground, such as water, electricity, gas and telephone or internet cables.
Should access to the utilities be required, planted verges may unfortunately
need to be dug up, often with little notice, especially if urgent or emergency
maintenance is required.

If you are applying for a dropped kerb so you can park your car in front of your
house, please consider leaving 20% or more of the space free of hardstanding
as this could assist in water soaking away underground. Ideal permeable
surfaces to include are borders for plants, gravel grids, a mix of paving and
plants, or grass over grids.

What to consider (the safety & maintenance bit)

Merton Garden Streets will provide
waterproof flags to help utilities services
and street maintenance teams to identify
which areas have been planted. Street
Maintenance teams will be provided with
a list of planted up streets, however
placing flags or signs in planted areas
will be helpful and will also spread the
word that we are greening up Merton.

Although it can look lovely, please do
not add any hard surrounds or fence like
structures around the tree planting as
these could be a trip hazard and any
sharp edges harmful, especially for
those who are visually impaired or have
disabilities and for children.
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